
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
September 17, 2024 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Highspire Environmental Advisory Board was called to order by Chairperson Smith at 
1:59 p.m.  
 
The Call to Order was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Roll Call indicated the following persons in attendance: 
 
Chairperson: Arlene Smith 
Members:      Ann Castaneira 
         Mark Stonbraker  
                Deanna Proctor 
 
Mayor:         Von Hess 
      
Secretary:      Debbie H. Ebersole   
 
Minutes 
Secretary Ebersole asked if there were any corrections or questions regarding the minutes from the March 19, 2024 
meeting. 
 
Hearing none, a motion was made by Member Castaneira, seconded by Chairperson Smith to approve the minutes. 
 
Citizens Comments 
None 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Member Proctor presented the Shred-It recycling information from the Borough for 2024 and stated that it had been 
submitted on time, with no response back yet. 
 
New Business 
Secretary Ebersole stated that the 2024 Tree City Application is due on February 1, 2025.  Member Proctor added 
that she will teach Secretary Ebersole how to do the Tree City Application process since this will be her first time 
doing it. 
 
Secretary Ebersole noted that Arbor Day 2025 is on Friday, April 25, 2025 and the Borough’s Arbor Day Ceremony 
will be on Saturday, April 26, 2025, starting at 11:30a.m.  (A note here: the date information for the 2025 Arbor Day 
Ceremony, was listed incorrectly on the Meeting Agenda, so a change was made to the Agenda).  Discussion was 
had on who might be the honoree for the tree planting in 2025 with Mayor Hess mentioning his father, Harold Porter 
Hess, who was a life-long Highspire resident and a WWII and Normandy Veteran.  All the members agreed on Mr. 
Hess.  Mayor Hess asked for the tree to be planted near the Highspire Veterans’ Memorial and for it to be an 
Ornamental Pine tree. 
 
Having been notified by Chairperson Smith, that she would be stepping down as the EAB Advisory Board 
Chairperson, Member Proctor made a motion to nominate Member Castaneira for Chairperson. Chairperson Smith 
seconded the motion.  Secretary Ebersole then asked if there was any discussion to be had, hearing none, she 
asked for all those in favor.  It was a unanimous decision, so going forward, Member Castaneira will be the new 
Chairperson.  
 
Old Business 
Member Castaneira mentioned getting the nameplates for the “In Honor Of” trees.  It was said that, one (1) is to be 
ordered for each tree. 
 
Member Concerns 
Mayor Hess along with Member Stonbraker brought up locating all the trees that previously have been planted and 
checking on the condition of them, replacing those that have died and/or in very bad condition.  They will follow up 
on doing that. 
 



Date of Next Meeting 
Secretary Ebersole noted that the 2025 meetings would be held on Tuesday, March 18, 2025 and Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 both beginning at 1:00 p.m.   
 
Adjournment 
With no other business to discuss a motion to adjourn was made by Chairperson Smith, seconded by Member 
Proctor.  Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Debbie H. Ebersole 
Administrative Assistant/Secretary 


