Borough of Highspire
Safety Committee Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2025

Safety Committee Chairwoman Ebersole called the meeting to Order at 9:45 a.m.

Roll Call
The Roll Call indicated the following persons in attendance:

Members: Debbie Ebersole, Administrative Office (Safety Committee Chairwoman)
Chris Santiago, Police Department, (Sgt.)
Randy Kreider, Public Works, (Supervisor)
Nathaniel Zeigler, Fire Department, (Deputy Fire Chief)
Joe Peyton, Public Works, Highway - Absent
Brian Splain, Public Works, W.W.T.P

Robert Sutch — Councilman — not in attendance

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes from the October 9, 2025 meeting were read and approved. A motion to accept the Minutes
was made by Deputy Chief Zeigler and seconded by Supv. Kreider.

Under Old Business

S. C. Chair Ebersole informed the Committee, that she had emailed Dario Stanley our Rep w/Assured
Partners and that a different Rep. responded to her. Mr. Alex (Patterson), with Assured Partners, stated that
Dario Stanley, had resigned in August. Mr. Patterson then gave Chair Ebersole the information she needed
to be able to submit the Borough of Highspire’s Re-Certification w/WCAIS. This was a change from using
the HandsS site and a more in depth a process. She also conveyed Supv. Kreider’s question, as to whether the
new members, coming on board to the Committee, should have their training now or would it be included
w/the Re-Certification training in 2026. Alex stated that the new members should have their initial S. C.
training before they actually attend a S.C. meeting as actual Members. Supv. Kreider than asked Chair
Ebersole to forward him the link information for the Safety Committee trainings for the new members. He
also stated that Cody Snyder, W.W.T.P. and Ty Konyar, Highway Dept., would be the new members coming
on board.

In response to the discussion regarding an additional First Aid kit for the Police Dept., Chair Ebersole shared
That after speaking with Borough Mgr. Stonbraker, he felt that the current First Aid kit, located outside the
Admin. Office, would be sufficient for the P. D. and the Admin Ofc.

Under New Business

Two (2) new items had been given to Chair Ebersole just before the S.C. meeting, which were not initially on
the 11/13/25 Agenda. The first was the Fire Dept. Building Inspection Report from Dept. Chief Zeigler.
Chair Ebersole handed out copies of the Report to the Members to comment on. There were two (2) notable



Safety concerns, that the Committee discussed at length. It was noted that the Fire Dept. does not have a
back-up generator, which Deputy Chief Zeigler has stated, has at times, prevented timely response by the Fire
Dept. during electrical outages, by preventing the bay doors from opening. These exceptionally heavy doors,
then need to be lifted manually, causing undo stress and strain on the Company’s volunteers. The Committee
sees this as a grave issue and needs remedied as quickly as possible.

Next, on the Dept. Chief’s Inspection Report, it was noted that, the Central Station monitoring system for
security and fire, smoke and CO, have not been functional for a long while. He also stated that the Borough
Mgr. had been made aware of this about a year ago. The Committee also agrees that something needs to be
done as soon as possible for this as well. Funding has been circulated as a possible reason for these issues not
being taken care of, but the Committee believes funding needs to be allocated for these from somewhere
because these are crucial to our Fire Company Volunteer’s safety and efficiency. Further discussions with the
Borough Mgr. and possibly Council is warranted and will be sought after by S.C. Chair Ebersole.

Workplace Injury/Accident Investigations

The second new item added last minute, was the Injury Report involving one (1) of our Officers. Their

arm was bruised trying to detain an uncooperative suspect. Discussion followed, with all in agreement,
that it was an unfortunate and unavoidable situation.

Another very recent incident was discussed, that a Report has not yet been given to the Committee on.

It involves a Firefighter responding to an AED event, where they stepped on a needle, that went up into
their heel. Due to the urgency of the situation, which was life or death, the Firefighter had responded to the
call only wearing sneakers. Much discussion followed.

Member Concerns/Comments

Supv. Kreider gave an update on the W.W.T.P. upgrade, he said all the Safety equipment/items have been
purchased and received, as well as some transferred from the old plant, that were fairly new. Once the
contractors are finished installing what they need to, his guys will install the rest.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting date was given as being Thursday, December 11, 2025 @ 9:30am.

Adjournment

With nothing further to discuss, Safety Chair Ebersole asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. A motion was
made by D. Chief Zeigler and seconded by Sgt. Santiago.

Safety Chair Ebersole adjourned the meeting at 10:08 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Debbie H. Ebersole
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