Highspire Borough Council Minutes
December 10, 2024

Council President Anderson called the Highspire Borough Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

President Anderson asked members if they would like to make the Workshop the Regular meeting for December 2024.
Motion moved by Vice President Accorsi, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve the Workshop Council meeting,
scheduled on December 10, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., be designated as the regular council meeting, replacing the previously
scheduled regular meeting time on December 17, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. Motion approved unanimously.

The prayer was offered by President Anderson then followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken:

Council Members Present: Michael Anderson Carolee Roman
Mark Accorsi Tyler Thatcher
A. Kay Sutch Robert Sutch
Dorothy Matesevac

Mayor: Von Hess

Borough Manager: Mark Stonbraker

Assistant Borough Manager: Deanna Proctor

Absent:

Public Works Director: Randy Kreider

Solicitor: Michael Cassidy

Borough Engineer: Robert Lauriello

President Anderson introduced Kevin Buraks, Attorney with Portnoff Law Associates, Ltd. and stated that Mr. Buraks
will be discussing items e., d. and f. under “New Business” on the Agenda. Mr. Buraks stated that the firm collects
delinquent taxes and utility bills for municipalities. He explained the procedures for collections.

Minutes

President Anderson presented the meeting minutes from the November 19, 2024 meeting and asked for questions
regarding them. Hearing none, a motion to accept the minutes was made by Member Matesevac and seconded by
Member A. K. Sutch. Motion approved unanimously.

Financial Reports

President Anderson presented the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements for the month of November 2024 and
asked if there were any questions regarding them. Hearing none, a motion to accept the reports was made by Member
Thatcher and seconded by Member R. Sutch. Motion approved unanimously.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Hess reported that he attended the following: 12/06 Attended an Assumption of Command Ceremony at the
Internation Guard for the formal transfer of a new commanding officer coming in, and 12/7 Attended and organized the
Annual Tree Lighting. Mayor Hess announced that he was lifting the burn ban at 7:28 p.m. December 10, 2024.

Public Safety Director’s Report

Mark Stonbraker, Public Safety Director, discussed item 1. under “New Business” on the Agenda. He reported that he
received an agreement from the Humane Society and in the past the Administrative fees were $250 for the agreement
and $250 per animal and for 2025 it has increased to $1,200 for the Administration fee and $300 per animal. Manager
Stonbraker asked if members would consider tabling this item while he investigates to see if he can find a private agency
where the animals can be taken since the Borough only has two (2) dogs a year that are taken to the Humane Society.
Discussion followed.

President Anderson presented the Mayor’s and Public Safety Director’s reports for the month of November 2024 and
asked if there were any questions regarding the reports. Hearing none, he noted that the reports could be filed.



Fire Department Reports

President Anderson presented the Fire Chief’s Report and the Fire Department Treasurer’s report for the month of
November 2024 and asked if there were any questions regarding them. Hearing none, a motion to accept the report was
made by Member Matesevac seconded by Member Roman. Motion approved unanimously.

South Central Emergency Medical Services Report
President Anderson presented the South-Central Emergency Medical Services Report for the month of October 2024
and asked if there were any questions regarding it. Hearing none, he noted that it could be filed.

Citizen’s Comments

Michelle Phillips, 288 Poplar Street, Highspire, asked if the Borough advertised the Workshop as being designated as
the Regular meeting. Manager Stonbraker stated that the meetings are advertised and the Borough is only required to
have one meeting a month and can vote to designate the Workshop meeting as the Regular Council meeting. Ms. Phillips
stated that she felt that this was in violation of the “Sunshine Act”. She also discussed a discrepancy with Highspire
Borough Ordinance No. 657 of 2024 amending Highspire Borough Ordinance No. 563 of 2007 by changing the term of
office of the Fire Chief from two (2) to four (4) years. She noted that at the last meeting the solicitor stated that the
ordinance would not go into effect until the end of the current Chiefs term; however, the ordinance stated that it would
take effect immediately.

Correspondence

November 20, 2024 — Email from Mr. Henry Taminini addressing concerns he had with a Steelton PD officer responding
at a high-rate of speed to an emergency call in Middletown Borough. Information passed on to the Steelton Police Chief,
William Shaub.

November 20, 2024 — Selective 2022 initial dividend check in the amount of $2,368.82.
November 20, 2024 — Susquehanna Municipal Trust 2024 dividend distribution check in the amount of $7,357.42.

November 20, 2024 — Comcast price adjustment letter.

November 20, 2024 — Pennsylvania Department of Transportation — State Police Fines and Penalties payment in the
amount of $470.49.

November 25, 2024 — County of Dauphin October 2024 Delinquent Tax check in the amount of $2,185.66.

November 25, 2024 — Humane Society of Harrisburg Area — Municipal Domestic Animal Protective Services
Agreement.

December 2, 2024 — County of Dauphin — October 2024 Transfer Tax check in the amount of $2,724.40.
December 5, 2024 — Dauphin County Fines & Costs — Check in the amount of $30.38.

December 5, 2024 — Donation from Osage Piping & Fabrication, Inc. in the amount of $5,000.00 for the Police
Department.

December 6, 2024 — Thank you letter sent to Osage Piping & Fabrication, Inc. thanking them for their donation to the
Police Department.

December 6, 2024 — Thank you letter to Mrs. Ruth Bowerman, 206 Frederick Street, for the gift basket she delivered to
the Borough employees.

Committee Reports

Public Facilities — Member Matesevac asked if the Lumber Street project will start in the spring. Manager Stonbraker
responded that he has not heard anything from HRG regarding the project. He noted that he did ask the County to take
into consideration that the road is deteriorating day by day and asked if the County would consider working on the
Borough project first. Member Matesevac stated that she plans to leave the planters empty for the winter months due to
items being stolen. Member A. K. Sutch requested that the sign, in the crosswalk, in front of the Highspire Diner, be
moved back.

Sanitation Committee — Vice President Accorsi reported that the two (2) new employees started at the Waste Water
Treatment Plant and he will check in with Public Works Director, Randy Kreider, to see how they are doing.
Highspire Happenings — Member Thatcher had nothing to report.

Finance Administration — Member Thatcher noted that there is a motion on the agenda to approve, reject or table the
2025 Budget.




Personnel Committee — Member Roman thanked employees for decorating the Borough for the holidays.
Member A. K. Sutch also added that the Borough building looked nice for Thanksgiving.

Community Development — Member A. Kay Sutch had nothing to report.

Public Safety Committee — Member R. Sutch had nothing to report. Vice President Accorsi discussed the motion under
“Old Business” on the Agenda regarding Ordinance No. 657 of 2024. He asked for a motion requiring that the Fire
Chief have certifications be inserted into the ordinance. Manager Stonbraker noted that other changes needed to be made
to the ordinance and this will be on the Agenda for next month’s meeting. Discussion followed.

Maintenance & Repair — Member Matesevac had nothing to report.

Staff Activity Reports

Mark Stonbraker, Borough Manager, discussed items j. and k. under “New Business” on the Agenda regarding drafting
a Local Share Account Statewide Application Funding Commitment Letter from the Borough. He noted that the motions
on the Agenda would be for council to approve his actions, as the Manger, to draft the letters.

Deanna Proctor, Code Enforcement, informed members that there is a Zoning Hearing Board meeting scheduled on
Thursday, January 9, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. She added that the owner would like to change the use of 510 Rosedale Avenue,
Highspire from a single-family home to a Bed and Breakfast and host events such as weddings at the property. She
noted that this is a special exception under permitted uses in the Zoning Ordinance.

Randy Kreider, Public Works Director, was absent.

Robert Sutch, Authority Chairman, announced that he will be submitting his Letter of Resignation from the Highspire
Borough Authority by the end of the year and his last meeting will be on December 19, 2024.

Mark Stonbraker, Safety Committee, had nothing to report.

President Anderson presented the Staff Activity Reports for the month November 2024 and asked for a motion to accept
them. Motion moved by R. Sutch, seconded by Member Roman. Motion approved unanimously.

Solicitor’s Report
Michael Cassidy, Solicitor, was absent. Member A. K. Sutch requested an Executive Session.

Engineer’s Report
Robert Lauriello, Borough Engineer, was absent.

Old Business

Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Vice President Accorsi to reject Highspire Borough Ordinance No.
657 of 2024 amending Highspire Borough Ordinance No. 563 of 2007 by changing the term of office of the Fire Chief
from two (2) to four (4) years. Motion rejected unanimously.

New Business

Motion moved by Member Matesevac, seconded by A. K. Sutch to direct staff to release the December 2024 contribution
to the Citizens Fire Company #1 of Highspire as indicated in the 2024 General Fund Budget (411.500). Amount to be
paid to the Company $2,500.00. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Vice President Accorsi, seconded by Member Thatcher to approve the 2025 Budgets, comprised of
the General Fund, Sewer Operations and Maintenance, Sewer Administration, Storm Sewer/MS4, Highway Aid,
Citizens Fire Company and Capital Projects budgets. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member Thatcher, second by Member Matesevac to approve Highspire Borough Council Resolution
#34 of 2024 reappointing Boyer & Ritter, Certified Public Accountants to audit the Borough’s books for the year 2024.
Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council Resolution
#35 of 2024 directing Dauphin County Tax Claim Bureau not to collect delinquent real estate taxes on behalf of the
Borough of Highspire. Motion approved unanimously.



Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member Matesevac to approve the agreement between Portnoff Law
Associates, Ltd. And the Borough for collection of delinquent real estate taxes and municipal claims on behalf of the
Borough of Highspire. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Vice President Accorsi, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve the publication of Highspire
Borough Ordinance No. 658 of 2024 approving appointment of solicitor, interest assessment and attorney fees and
collection fees added to the amount collected as part of unpaid real estate taxes and municipal claims for delinquent
accounts. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve the employment contract for Randy
Kreider, for the term January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member A. K. Sutch, seconded by Member Thatcher to approve the employment contract for Deanna
Proctor for the term January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Vice President Accorsi, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve employment contract for Mark
Stonbraker for the term January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member Roman to approve the actions of Highspire Borough Manager
Mark Stonbraker in the drafting of a local Share Account Statewide Application Funding Commitment Letter for the
Borough to provide a local match of not more than $126,000.00 for the Highspire Roadway Rehabilitation Program.
Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member R. Sutch, seconded by Member Roman to approve the actions of Highspire Borough Manager
Mark Stonbraker in the drafting of a Local Share Account Statewide Application Funding Commitment Letter for the
Borough to provide a local match of not more than $130,000.00 for the Highspire Fire Department Fire Engine Purchase.
Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Vice President Accorsi, seconded by Member R. Sutch to table the Humane Society of Harrisburg
Area Municipal Domestic Animal Protective Services Agreement. Motion tabled unanimously.

Motion moved by Vice President Accorsi, seconded by Member Thatcher to approve the engagement letter for Cohen
Law Group to perform Verizon Cable Franchise Renewal Services. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion moved by Member R. Sutch, seconded by Member Roman to approve the payroll and bills. Motion approved
unanimously.

Executive Session:  8:00 p.m.
Reconvened: 8:21 p.m.

President Anderson asked if there was anything else needing to be discussed.

With no other action to be taken, President Anderson asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion moved by
Member Matesevac, seconded by Member R. Sutch to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Deanna Proctor
Assistant Borough Manager
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