
 
Highspire Borough Council Workshop Minutes 

November 12, 2024 
 
Council President Michael Anderson called the Highspire Borough Council Workshop meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Roll call was taken: 
Council Members Present:  Michael Anderson Tyler Thatcher 

Mark Accorsi  Robert Sutch 
Carolee Roman  Dorothy Matesevac 
A. Kay Sutch    

 
Mayor:      Von Hess 
Borough Manager:   Mark Stonbraker 
Assistant Borough Manager:  Deanna Proctor 
 
Residents in attendance: Nat Zeigler, Mike Hamilton and Bill Hoyer. 
 
President Anderson asked Mayor Hess if he had anything to discuss.  Mayor Hess stated that he signed an 
Emergency Burn Ban Declaration on November 6, 2024 and the ban will continue until further notice.  He also 
reminded members that the Annual Tree Lighting will be held on Saturday, December 7, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.   President 
Anderson then asked the Public Safety Director, Mark Stonbraker, if he had anything to discuss.  Manager Stonbraker 
reported that he is working on a possible Intermunicipal Agreement with Harrisburg City in reference to a 1995 
Seagrave.  He stated that Harrisburg City was offered $3,500 for the Seagrave and the City decided to hang on to it 
to see if Highspire would be interested in the engine. Manager Stonbraker noted that he spoke with Chief Enterline 
and asked if he would accept the $3,500 for the Seagrave and the Chief said that they would just need to have the 
solicitor draft up an Intermunicipal Agreement.  He noted that the engine would be paid out of the surplus equipment 
account and this will be a back-up to the E-One, since it has been in and out for repairs. He stated that the CDBG 
grant is going to pay for upgrades for the E-One and the Local Share Municipal Grant will be used for the purchase 
for a new engine and doesn’t require a match in funds.  
 
Citizens Comments 
Bill Hoyer, 341 Market Street, Highspire, discussed his concern regarding item c. under “New Business” regarding 
changing the term of office of the Fire Chief from two (2) to four (4) years.  He was against this because he felt that 
this was not discussed with the Department prior to amending Ordinance No. 563 of 2007.  Discussion followed. 
 
President Anderson asked if any Committees had anything to report.     
 
Public Facilities:  Member Matesevac discussed the planters and noted that there were suggestions to  place artificial 
trees in the planters and she is concerned that the trees may be stolen and asked for any other suggestions on what 
to place in the planters.  Member A. K. Sutch suggested that they discuss this with the Committee at next week’s 
meeting.  Member Matesevac asked Manager Stonbraker to remind Public Works Director Kreider to hang the 
Christmas banners. 
 
Sanitation Committee:  Vice President Accorsi had nothing to report. 
 
Highspire Happenings:   Member Thatcher had nothing to report. 
 
Finance Committee:  Member Thatcher stated that the 2025 Budget is complete with no raise in taxes other than the  
trash rate increase.  
 
Personnel Committee:  Member Roman reported that interviews for the Waste Water Treatment Plant are scheduled 
this week. 
 
Community Development:  Member A. Kay Sutch discussed a dead tree in Memorial Park and asked if someone 
could take a look at it since this could be a safety issue. 
 



Public Safety Committee:  Member Robert Sutch noted that he missed the Fire Department meeting since it was 
rescheduled due to the Tuesday election. 
 
Maintenance & Repair:  Member Matesevac had nothing to report. 
 
Staff Activity Reports 
Manager Stonbraker announced that the Employee Holiday Luncheon will be held on Friday, December 20, 2024. 
He also reported that Public Works Director Kreider is in talks with Middletown and they have asked the Borough to 
provide them with brine for the winter.  He noted that Director Kreider did check with PennDOT and the Borough is 
permitted to make brine for Middletown as long as the Borough isn’t making a profit on it.  Manager Stonbraker stated 
that the Borough would be selling the brine at cost and charging them hourly for the man hours and proceeds will be 
deposited back into the Highway Aid fund.  He added that there will be an Intermunicipal Agreement between 
Middletown and Highspire.  He also informed members that Bill 2265 was signed by Governor Shapiro, Act 131, 
which increases the pay for Municipal Officials.  Manager Stonbraker reported that the Highway crew is working on 
leaf collection and will hang the winter banners and start cleaning up 312 Market Street.  He noted that a meeting will 
need to be scheduled with Lower Swatara Township to work on the new agreement.   
 
Member Sutch reminded members December will be his last meeting on the Highspire Borough Authority.  
 
New Business 
Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve the Proclamation by the Mayor of the 
Borough of Highspire, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania officially opening the Memorial Park National Fitness Campaign  
(NFC) Outdoor Fitness Court ®.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member A. K. Sutch, seconded by Member Matesevac to approve the publication of the 2025 
Budgets, comprised of the General Fund, Sewer Operations and Maintenance, Sewer Administration, Storm 
Sewer/MS4, Highway Aid, Citizens Fire Company and Capital Projects budgets.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #22 of 2024 fixing the general taxation rate on Real Property for 2025 at 19.0 mills.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member Accorsi to approve Highspire Borough Council Resolution 
#23 of 2024 setting the trash rate for the fiscal year 2025 at $387.00 per collection unit.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Matesevac, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #24 of 2024 authorizing the submission of an application to request a Statewide Local Share Assessment 
Grant for roadway rehabilitation.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Matesevac, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #25 of 2024 authorizing the submission of an application to request a Statewide Local Share Assessment 
Grant for the purchase of a fire engine for Citizens Fire Company #1 of Highspire (“Highspire Fire Department”).  
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member A. K. Sutch, seconded by Member Matesevac to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #26 of 2024 reappointing Deanna J. Proctor to a four-year term of office on the Highspire Borough 
Authority.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
Motion moved by Member A. K. Sutch, seconded by Member Roman to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #27 of 2024 appointing Deanna J. Proctor to a three-year term of office on the Highspire Environmental 
Advisory Board.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member Roman to approve Highspire Borough Council Resolution 
#28 of 2024 reappointing Jean M. McCathern to a four-year term of office on the Highspire Borough Planning 
Commission.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 



Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member Matesevac to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #29 of 2024 reappointing Ian M. Castaneira to a four-year term of office on the Highspire Borough Planning 
Commission.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #30 of 2024 reappointing Robert Myers to a three-year term of office on the Highspire Borough Zoning 
Hearing Board.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member A. K. Sutch, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #31 of 2024 reappointing Mary Jane Snyder to a six-year term of office on the Highspire Borough Civil 
Service Commission.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #32 of 2024 reappointing Cory D. Hackman to a six-year term of office on the Highspire Borough Civil 
Service Commission.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Matesevac, seconded by Member A. K. Sutch to approve Highspire Borough Council #33 
of 2024 approving the actions of Mayor Hess, which include the Emergency Burn Ban Declaration on November 6, 
2024.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
President Anderson asked if there was anything else needing to be discussed.  Hearing none he asked for a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Member Matesevac and seconded by Member 
Roman.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Deanna J. Proctor 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
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