
 
Highspire Borough Council Workshop Minutes 

August 13, 2024 
 
Council President Michael Anderson called the Highspire Borough Council Workshop meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.   
 
Roll call was taken: 
Council Members Present:  Michael Anderson Tyler Thatcher 

Mark Accorsi  Robert Sutch 
Carolee Roman  Dorothy Matesevac 
A. Kay Sutch    

 
Mayor:      Von Hess 
Borough Manager:   Mark Stonbraker 
 
President Anderson asked Mayor Hess if he had anything to discuss.  Mayor Hess stated he had nothing for the 
Workshop Meeting.  President Anderson then asked the Public Safety Director, Mark Stonbraker, if he had anything 
to discuss. Director Stonbraker stated that he had nothing to report.   
 
Manager Stonbraker reported that the Fire Department received word from County that the new truck will be classified 
as a rescue.  Discussion followed regarding the classification of the truck.   
 
Citizens Comments: None  
 
President Anderson asked if any Committees had anything to report.     
 
Public Facilities:  Member Matesevac noted that residents have been allowing grass/weeds to grow on curbs and 
sidewalks.  She also reported that Republic Service trash haulers are putting trash cans on the street instead of 
placing them back on the sidewalk.  She discussed property maintenance issues with 610 Second Street and 612 
Second Street.  Discussion followed regarding the properties.   
 
Sanitation Committee:  Vice President Accorsi had nothing to report. 
 
Highspire Happenings:   Member Thatcher informed Council that the committee is still working on the Car Show and 
is scheduled for Saturday, September 21, 2024.  
 
Finance Committee:  Member Thatcher had nothing to report; however, he discussed the appearance of the Borough 
and property maintenance issues and abandoned vehicles. 
 
Personnel Committee:  Member Roman noted that the committee is working on a few things and will report on this at 
a later date. 
 
Community Development:  Member A. Kay Sutch had nothing to report. 
 
Public Safety Committee:  Member Robert Sutch discussed payments that the Fire Department have been making 
to the Borough Fire Equipment Escrow PLGIT account and asked if the payments could be suspended so the 
department will have some working capital.  Discussion followed regarding whether or not the Borough should provide 
funding for the vehicles and equipment to the department.  President Anderson stated that this will have to go to 
committee for discussion.   
 
Maintenance & Repair:  Member Matesevac had nothing to report; however, she thanked the Police Department for 
going to the cemetery and putting up yellow tape around a tree that had fallen.    
 
 
Staff Activity Reports 



Manager Stonbraker informed Council that the bid tabulations for Collection and Transportation of Municipal Solid 
Waste for 2025-2027 were received and Republic Services came in considerably lower, so he will be placing this 
on next week’s agenda.  He reported that a COSTARS vendor has two (2) new 2024 police vehicles that haven’t 
been built yet and are dedicated to the Borough.  He noted that this will be placed on next week’s agenda for 
Council approval. He also mentioned that radios for the Police Department have been paid using ARPA funds and 
the ARPA money needs to be dedicated by the end of this year.  Manager Stonbraker stated that the installation of 
the security cameras has been completed and he is waiting on Higher Information Group to set up computer 
access.   
 
New Business 
Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve the to the Dauphin County Gaming 
Advisory Board requesting the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners sponsor the Local Share Municipal Grant 
Application that the Borough of Highspire intends to submit for the 2024-2025 grant cycle.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Thatcher, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve the to the Dauphin County Gaming 
Advisory Board requesting the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners sponsor the Local Share Municipal Grant 
Application that the Borough of Highspire intends to submit in conjunction with Citizens Fire Company #1 of Highspire 
for the 2024-2025 grant cycle.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Matesevac, seconded by Member Roman to approve the resignation of Highspire 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Trainee, Frank A. Skupny.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
Motion moved by Member Roman, seconded by Member Thatcher to approve the publication of advertisements for 
the position of Wastewater Treatment Plant – Operator – Operator Trainee.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member Matesevac, seconded by Member R. Sutch to approve the 2024-2025 PennDOT Winter 
Services Agreement between the Borough of Highspire and PennDOT and Highspire Borough Council Resolution 
#17-2024 authorizing Mark L. Stonbraker, Borough Secretary, to sign the agreement on the Borough’s behalf.  Motion 
approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member R. Sutch, seconded by Vice President Accorsi to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #18-2024 formally authorizing Borough Manager, Mark Stonbraker, on behalf of the Borough of Highspire, 
to purchase a new 2024 Chevrolet Silverado MD (CK46403) 4WD Regular Cab Work Truck with Tamaqua MD1600-
11-CML-SS Stainless Steel Load Handler Mason Dump Body and Western 9” Pro Plus HD Plow and Central 
Hydraulic System from Hondru Fleet, Manheim, PA to replace the current dump truck which is beyond its’ serviceable 
life.  Total cost of the truck, dump body upfit and plow is $118,990 which will be paid out of the General Fund Checking 
Account PLGIT.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member R. Sutch, seconded by Vice President Accorsi to approve Highspire Borough Council 
Resolution #19-2024, Public Funds Banking Resolution, designating Council President Michael J. Anderson, Council 
Vice President Accorsi, Council Member Carolee A. Roman and Borough Manager Mark L. Stonbraker as Authorized 
Signers for the Members 1st Federal Credit Union checking and savings accounts.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member R. Sutch, seconded by Vice President Accorsi to approve Change Order #1 for the 
Eshelman Street Phase 2 and Hanover Street CDBG Roadway Repair Project.  The Change Order is needed 
because the bid by Mid-State Paving, LLC was for $221,548.50 and the actual cost of the project was $215,514.68 
($6,033.82 less than what the project was bid).  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Motion moved by Member R. Sutch, seconded by Member Roman to approve Payment Application #2 (Invoice 
#24CT008-2) for the Eshelman Street Phase 2 and Hanover Street CDBG Roadway Repair Project (RETTEW Project 
No. 03935000216) to Mid-State Paving, LLC.  The amount of the application is $155,083.95 which will be paid by the 
Dauphin County Office of Community & Economic Development.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Member Thatcher asked about the parking issue on Penn Street.  Discussion followed.  At the end, the consensus 
with Borough Council was no change to the parking on Penn Street. 
 



President Anderson asked if there was anything else needing to be discussed.  Hearing none he asked for a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Member R. Sutch and seconded by Member 
Roman.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
 
President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Deanna J. Proctor 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
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